31st ANNUAL CLINICAL CONFERENCE

On August 19-23, 2009, the Philippine-Minnesotan Medical Association held its 31st Annual Clinical Conference.  Through the years, the organization has sponsored this continuing medical education forum. It has been held in various locations including Breezy Point, the Wintergreen in Wisconsin Dells and most recently, the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center, also in Wisconsin Dells.
Conference proper. As in past years, the conference included several distinguished speakers on various topics relevant to clinical practice.  Among the topics covered were:  
Asthma/Allergy – Drs. Kaiser Lim and Amy Ellingson 

Cardiology/Vascular – Drs. Robert Ketroser, Charlotte Lee and Romeo Mateo  Dermatology – Dr. Steven Prawer 
Infectious Disease and Update on H1N1 – Dr. Noe Mateo
Neurology – Drs. Merlin Nelson and Staff

Obesity and relationship to Anesthesia and the Pediatric population – Drs. Roberto Kong and M. Jennifer Abuzzahab 

Podiatry – Dr. David Larsen
Psychiatry – Drs. Maria Lapid and Simon Kung
Rehabilitation Medicine/Spine Surgery – Drs. Nadine Maurer and Jonathan Sembrano.
We also had an update on the 2009 Medical Mission to Vigan, Ilocos Sur by Drs. Fermin, Ong and Siruno. It was another successful event thanks to our member volunteers and other friends in the medical community.
Since 2005, the PMMA has included during the conference, a lecture in memory of a great friend and beloved member, Dr. Loy Trajano.  This year’s (the 5th) Dr. Lorenzo Trajano Memorial Lecture was delivered by Dr. Dan Trajano, Loy’s son and PMMA Vice President.  The talk was on Diabetes Process Improvement.  It was such a great talk.

All in all, the lectures were very informative and truly educational.

Other activities.  The event started off with a welcome reception at the Quebral residence.  It was a good time for fellowship with friends and meeting new faces.  

Everyday, after the lecture proper, families were able to enjoy the various activities available at the Kalahari.

In addition, on Thursday night, August 20, there was a Wine Tasting event attended by many of the PMMA members and guests.

On Friday night, we had Children’s Games and Activities which the kids certainly enjoyed.  There was also karaoke and dancing.

On the 22nd, we held our Annual Dinner Dance, this year dubbed as the “Black and White Ball”.  The hall was beautifully decorated by Babi Siruno in black and white.  Members, their families and guests came in their black and white finest.  The dinner was sumptuous. Everyone, especially the couples involved had fun during the game. We were wowed by a song from Emily Ellingson then everyone danced the night away.  It was truly a special night.
The ‘Love and Marriage’ presentation was very delightful and enjoyable. The crowd could not stop laughing.  Dr. Vic and Jasmine Colago; Dr. Warren and Naomi Schubert; 
and Dr. Sinon and Angie Janay were all entertaining. 
Thanks to the social committee headed by Dr. Nora Trajano for doing a good job as usual.

The whole event was capped off with a Mass on Sunday morning officiated by Fr. Rinaldo Custodio. 

Thank you to everyone who attended and made this year’s conference successful!  Until  next year. 
Next year’s conference will be held on August 11-15 at Sugar Lake Lodge in Grand Rapids, MN.
The committee would like to express their appreciation to everyone who helped make this event possible.  If you are interested in helping next year, please see Sigrid Precilla.
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